
 

 

 

 

 

+ 

 

 

Free seminar: Thursday 8 August 2019 

Time: 2:45pm for 3:00pm to 4:00pm 
Location: James Cook University, Townsville Campus, Room 134.102 (level 1, Education Central) 
To register: https://bit.ly/2XGNkoz  
 
 

About this seminar 

Cognitive Acceleration (CA) was developed in the UK by Professors Philip Adey and Michael Shayer.  Built on 
explicit Piagetian and Vygotskian educational philosophies, CA has been shown to improve student outcomes in 
the core subjects of English, mathematics and science. 

CA programs include: Thinking Science (also known as CASE, or Cognitive Acceleration through Science Education), 
Thinking Maths (CAME), Let’s Think!. Let’s Think through English, Let’s Think through the Arts, Cognitive Acceleration 
through Technologies Education.  There have been programs written for primary education including an early-
years program. 

Recently, Thinking Science has grown in popularity in Australia with over 100 schools participating in the program. 

This seminar will: 

▪ outline the underlying Piagetian and Vygotskian theory of CA;  
▪ give an overview of CA programs and the impacts on student attainment; 
▪ explore the ‘critical difference’ that CA brings to the classroom; 
▪ provide information on local and international research projects within the field. 

 

About the presenters 

Tim Smith is a PhD candidate at the University of Queensland and sessional tutor at JCU.  His research is seeking 
to learn more about the impact of Cognitive Acceleration on general cognitive ability, or intelligence.  He is based 
in Townsville and assists schools around Australia in their implementation of Cognitive Acceleration programs. 

Yasuhiro Nogayama is a middle-years teacher at Kyoto University of Education, Japan.  He has been working with 
Thinking Science and Let’s Think for several years and interested in the development of Piagetian reasoning at 
year 5 and 6 level. 

Professor Kyouko Ishii is based at Tamagawa University in Machida, Tokyo, Japan.  Her research interests are in 
science education, and more specifically, in physics education.  Professor Ishii in involved in initial teacher 
education and has collaborated extensively with the US-Japan teacher education consortium.  Working with 
Professor Tanaguchi, she is interested in the impacts of Cognitive Acceleration within the Japanese context. 

 

Who should attend? 

This seminar is for anyone interested in how the teaching of thinking can directly impact student ability.   

Please RSVP – light refreshments provided. 

Cognitive Acceleration: How thinking 
can enhance teaching and learning. 
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